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OGC Has Reviewed

8 March 1962

MEMORANDIM FOR: JGeneral Counsel

SUBJECT : Summary of Events ~
. Board of Ingquiry Task Force

1. On 15 February 1962, Mr, Houston called and asked me
to mest with him ir Ms effice as soon as practicable, Upoa arriving,

Mr. Houston outlined the uature of the activity to bs commenced
which was, in genersl terms, to provide the support necedsary to

smable a Board of Inquiry to revisw the conduct of Francis Gary Powars,
who had been a prisoner of the Soviets since 1 May 1960. During the

course of this meeting, in which | |
participated, it was agreed that the first floor of East Bullding would

be used as 3 headquarters for this effort.

Later in the day requests were made to the Office of Personnel
for the selection and temporary assigament of stenographic help and
to the Office of Logistics for office machines, furniture, sad other
iteme necessary for the task, | hief, Building
Supply. Office of Logistics, wae particularly he in making avaflable

the needed equipment.
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At this time it appeared that the group of interrogaters
who had been questioning Mr. Powars would preduce a large velume
of material recorded on electric tapes and that these would require
transcription from the tapes to the printed page. It was agreed that

" this material would all bear the classification egual to the most

sensitive information in any item. I therefore became nocessary
to arrange with | for reproduction of
the typed material by the secure processes available to OCIL,

2. On 16 February Mr. Houstom,|

| and I met with Judge Prettyman at his home for a

preliminary discuseion of the Board's terms of reference and to
discuss arrsngements and procedures. All members of the Board
were advised of the highly sensitive nature of the evidence and were
informed that certain security clearances would be necessary as

they commenced their work. Coples of the paperbound vJlume, 'The
Trisl of the U-2, " were left with esch Bosrd member for smamination
over the weekend and it was agreed that the Board would convene at
10:00 a.m. on Monday, 19 February, in East Bullding.

3. Over the weekend detailed arrangements were made for
office space to accommodate Board members. Arrangements were
also made for Board proceedings to be recorded by tape recorder
and stenotype. During this period tapas continued to arrive from the
imterrogation site which were transcribed by the group of stenographers
detailed from various offices of the Agency and copy was being sent
to OCI at frequent intervals. By Monday morning, much of the
intervogation had been reproduced and was available for Board members !
review.

4, Upon arrival of the Board members on 19 February,
Mr. McCone, Dirsctor of Central Iatelligence, addressed them
briefly outlining the scope and nature of the inquiry he hoped they
would conduct. In his remarks Mr. McCone emphasised that the
deportment of Mr. Powers involved three areas: whether or not he
had fulfilled the terms of his contract with the Central Intelligence
Agency; whether his conduct while a prisoner was in consonance with
the obligations of an American citizen in such a situation; and, whether
or not the processes and procedures utilized by the Agency in the
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conduct of the U-2 program wera sufficient. Upom Mr. McCone's
departure ths Board and Staff Members assembled in the conference
room where a film entitled, ""he Inquisitive Angel, " dealing with

ths development of the U-2, wae shown, and security clearances were
administered to Judge Prettyman and General Ball.

Upon completion of these details the Board began its first
formal session and called Mr. James A, Cunningham, DPD/DDP, as
its first witness. Mr. Cusninghar:, who has been associated with
the U-2 project for approximately six years, theu gave the Board
and staff members a goneral review of the project since its inception
to the present time. The Board recessed for lunch and upon reconvening
was presenied with s propossd outline, which had been prepared by
staff mombars over the weekend, te guide the Board in the calling of
witnssses and in other matters. This was approved by the Bosrd.

In its afternopn session, the Board called| | 25X1A

I | whe discussed recruiting procedures, and| | 25X

| The Board recessed

at 1800 houre with agresment tc hear the termination of | | 25X
testimony on 20 February 1962.

5. After completed his testimony oa 20
Febyuary, Colonel She | rds, Director of Seeurity, CIA,
and Mz, | lof his Staff, discussed fhe security
procedurss incidsnt to Mr. Powers' smployment by C1A, and were
followed by Mr. | Becurity Officer of Detachment 10-10,

Adama. | | whe saccesded |:|al Security 25X

Officer of 10-10, then infermed the Board of security measures taken
prior to the 1 May flight. | jthen returned to present to

the Beard information on the training program completed by Mr. Powsrs.
As its last witness for the day, the Board heard Colonel Willlam ¥,
Shelten, USAF, Commauding Officer of Detachment 10-10 at the time of
Mr. Powsrs' | May flight.

6. On 21 February 1962, Colonel Sheiton concluded his testimony
and was followed by Major Murray Wardem, who presented information
on the pre-flight intelligence briefing, by Major Arthur Dulac, whe
informed the Board of the pra-flight operations brisfing, by Captair
Joha Shiun, USAF, who was the stand-by pilct for Mr, Powers on
1 May 1960, and by Miajor Clinten Holt, USAY, the Flight Surgeon
assigned te Detachment 10-10.
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After the luncheon recess, the Board hoard | |

| Denute Director, Nattonsl Security Ageucy, and | |

7. The Beard's morning ssssion on 22 February consisted
of reading the results of the interrogations.

Following the luncheon recass, | of the
CIA Medical Staff, presented the Board with the results of a psychiatric
appraisal of Mr. Powers conducted after his return frem Soviet custody.

| l DPD/DDP, then presentsd a telegram
{from Mr, Clarence L, Johnson, Yice-President of Lockheed Alrcraft
Cerporetion, setting forth Mr. Johuson's technical appraisal of the
incident based on s discussion he had had with Mr. Powers since his
return and 2 study of the Gorki Park photographs,

Captain John Shian sdvised the Board of his understanding of
the mission in kis role as back-up piist. He also provided a description
of the operation of a U-Z aireraft.

Mr. Powsrs was then introduced to the Board and presented
his account of his affiliation with CIA and his various activities from
the tine he was employed until he was released by the Soviets.

: 8. The Board's first item of business on 23 February 1962
wan & viewing of the Soviet film depicting the trial of Mr, Powers
in Moscow in August of 1960. Upom completion of the film, | |
[____Jof DPD/DDP gave the Beard aa aceount of the counter-
intelligence aspects relevant to the Powers flight.

the afternoen of 23 February the Board asked that

| appear again to present information
pertaining to the loss of an RB-47 plane in the Barents Sea in July
of 1960. | —

—

9. The last meeting of the Board during the week of 19 February

was held on 24 February when |/DDP,
appeared to discuss U. 8. knowledge of Soviet imerrogation mathods.
I ““Jwas also pressat 2nd participated in the hearing.
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Aftery a short recess during which the Board devoted itself
to the drafting of its report, Dsputy Chief, Interro-
Research Division, Office of Security, CIA, appeared to discuss
the polygraph interview he had conducted with Mr, Powers, After
hearing] | the Board adjourned at 1815.

10. During the course of the week the record of the Board
hearings was transcribed by two stenotypists and copy was sent to
OCI for reproduction at frequent intervais., Thus, the Board was
furatshed the printed version of its proceeding periodically and in
time for the drafting of its report.

During this week the staif was also required to furnish
suppert to a technical investigation unit composed of Air Force
personnel headed by Lt. Gen, W. H. Blanchard, Inspector Genersl,
USAF, This group assembled on 22 February and was augmented &3
sxperts were ordered in fror California, | | and
SAC Headquarters. The group was conastituted on Mr. McCone’s
request to Mr. Zuckert, Secretary of the Alr Ferce, after arrival
of the telegram from Mr. Clareace L. Johnson of l.ockheed.

Mr. Johnson's telegram was 3 technical analysis of the failure of
the U-2 based on an examination of photographs of the wrackage
displayed xt Gorki Park, Moscow, during the summer of 1960. It
was Mr. McCone's conclusion that Mz. Johnson's findings should
be appraised by an independent panel of experts in the fleld of
aircraft accidents, Members of Gen, Blanchard's group inciuded
officera skilled in aircraft structure, operatiomal procedures, and
intelligence. Support to this group levied an additional burden on
the Boards's staff which was met by increased effort on the part of
all, Material to aid in this review was deliveced by courler from
Burbank, Cslifornia, and consisted of diagrams, studies, photographs,
and destruct switches,

The Board of Inquiry did not conduct rreetings on Sunday,
15 February, thus permitting the staff to devote its efforts toward
support of Gen. Blanchard's group, However, om 26 February
Mz. Bross and General Bull reviewed the draft of the Board report
which was then delivered to the staff for preparation in final form.

5
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li. The Board cenvened again on 27 February at 1430 hours
for the purpose of signing the report which was thea delivered to
My. Houston for presentation to Mr. McCaone. Ceortain findings of
the Board relating to
[ |were discussed by Mr. one With A

ja 28 February.

12. As a result of this discussion, Mr. McCone decided to
recoavene the Board of Inquiry on | March 1962 in a restricted
session| | evidence as compared with testimony from
witassses who had appeared before the Board. The treascript of
this mesting was added to the slready priated transcripts prepared
sarlier.

13. It became apparent that members of Congress were
desirous of meeting with Ageacy representatives to receive &
briefing on the Powers missionsad that there was & possibility of
Mr. Powers being called te appear also. To prepare for these
events, members of the staff conducted an exhaustive review of
events with Mr. Powers on 28 Februsry. From this session a
sumber of hypothetical questions were framed by the staff which
were added to on Thursday and Friday. Staf{ members mst oo
Friday sfternoon with Mr. Houston to review these guestions and
the preparations made for the Congressional hearings. These pre-
parations were again reviewed on Saturday, 3 Mareh, and it was

that display material would include photographs of the
{aterior of the cockpit, phetegraphs of the exterior of the U-2, and
maps coveriag the flight plaa of Mr. Powes' mission. In addition,
the destruct switches and a model of the U-2 would be included
in the exhibits.

14. Statements wers also prepared for » Presidential
asws release aad for Mr. McCeone to presont to members of the
Congressicnsl committecs. These were preseuted to Mr. McCone
on 3 March and revised on Sunday, 4 March, as Mr. McCone
considered it sadvisable to include more detail {a the statement he
pianned to make to the Coagressional committoss snd to add

code words to protect the material. At that time the
following schedule for Coagressional heariags was ansounced:

6
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s. 3 March 1962, 0900 houre, Room 313, Old House
Office Building. CIA Bubcommittes of the Armed
Services Committae, House of Represenistives,
chaired by Mr. Vinsocm.

b. 5 March 1962, 1038 hours, Room 212, Old Senate
Office Building. CIA Committss of the Senate
Arymaed Services Committes, Semator Russesil

presiding.

c. & March 1962, 1030 hours, Room 212, Old Senats
Office Building, Full Senate Armed Services
Committes, Senntor Russell preaiding.

d. 6 March 1962, 143 hours, Room G -3, the Capitol.
Foreign Affairs Committee, House of Representatives.

e. 6 March 1962, 1500 hours, Room F-53, the Capitol.
Senate Foreign Relations Commities.

25)

16, On 5 Mareh Mr. McCone appearsd before the CIA
Subcommittees of the Armed Services Commitiess of both the Houss
of Representatives and the Senate. These were separate sessiens and

in each case Mr. McCoue was supported by Mr. Houston, |

and the members of Tecam #1. Upon completion of thess hesrings,

it was decided to revize the Staternent Concerning Francis Gary Powers
and to remeve the maierial which required code word protection.

This was completed and OCI was requested to print 500 copies. These
were delivered to East Bullding on the morning of 6 March and 200
copies were immediately dispatched to he Senate Armed Services
Commitiee with an additional 30 coples going to the House Armed
Services Committes, Immedistely aftor these wore delivered it was
deermned advisable to revise tha last page and to deliver coples to each
member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House. The revised
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page was thermofaxed in East Buildiang, inserted in the full Statement,
and delivered to addresasees by courier. Mr. Derdea of the Senate
Armed Services Committee prepared 250 copies of the revised page
{n his office for modification of the coples previcusly delivered to ‘
the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.

17. An additional mesting with the fuil Senste Armed Services
Comraittee with press and public in attendance was heid at 1400 hours
oa & March., This meeting was for the purpose of permitting

Mz. Powers to preseat his story ia ic for the first time, iHe was
accompanied by Mr. Houston and | land representatives 25X1A
of the Office of Security. Concurreatly, Mr. McCoune with | 25X‘iIA

and Team #1 briefed the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House.
Upen conclusion of this briefing, they moved to the Senate side and
briefed the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate. Briefiag
Tesm §2 was in a standby status all day but was net required to
participate.

18, An additionsl 500 cepies of the Powsrs Statement was
printed during the night of £-7 March for possible future distribution.
The balance of the week wae spent in disposition of material, supplies,
and equipment.

Board Secretary

Attachments {2)
Access List
Membarship List
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Powers?

Francis Gary Powers
was secluded today with
members of his family at
a hideaway as top-secret
as the U-2 spy flights he
once made over the Soviet
Union.

Powers, 32, freed by the
Russians Saturday in ex-
change for master Soviet spy
Rudolph Abel. was flown back
to the United States first for

. a reunion with his wife and
parents, and then for intensive
government questioning.

Powers faces intensive ques-
tioning by sgovernment offi-
cials—and possibly Congress
—on how he was captured
while making a high altitude
photographic mis sion over
Russia.

One big question is whether
the Russians actually shot
down his plane at 68,000 feet
with a rocket or whether he
was forced down by engine
trouble.

SENATORS EAGER

Three members of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Commit-
tee said they believed their
group should question Powers
after security agents had com-
pleted interrogating him.

Sen. Howard W. Cannon
(D., Nev.) said he would like
to ask Powers about the in-
doctrination he received on
how to act if captured. Sen.
Cgsnon sald hs was “disap-

he
nninted in Powers’ conduct”

after the U_-2 was downed May
1, 1960.

Sens. Harry F. Byrd (D,
Va.) and Strom Thurmond
(D., S. C.) also said they
thought the committee should
question Powers. Serm. Byrd
said he did not think Powers
“gave the Russians any infor-
mation he wasn’t suppoed to,”
but he wanted to know how
the plane was downed.

Two photographs of Pow-
ers released by the White
House bore out the descrip-
tion of his physical well-being,
He was smiling, and looked
well-fed and healthy after
two years in a Soviet prison.

HUSH-HUSH

Powers’ movements were
cloaked with secrecy equal to
wartime restrictions. The
only official word was a
White House announcement
that he had returned Sunday
morning, was meeting with
his family and appeared to be
in good physical condition.

L]

It was learned, however,
that Powers had landed at the
Dover, Del.,, Air Force base.
and it was believed that his
meeting with his wife took
place at a hideaway within
150 miles of Washington.

There were suggestions
that the Powers reunion
might have been held on Wal-
lops Island, Va. where the
National  Aeronautics .. .an
Space Administration has a.
rocket test range. -

: —~UPIL Telephoto.
FREEDOM AHEAD? —
James B. Donovan, the New
York attorney who nego-
tiated the Powers-for-Abel
swap, said he had talked
with the Russians about re-
lease of Marvin W. Makinen,
a Massachusetts student,
above, who is serving an
eight-year term in the Soviet
on spy charges, and expects
Mr. Makinen to be freed.
The students was touring
Russia last July when ar-
rested. .

The Central Intelligence
Agency also is understood to
have installations along the
Eastern shore of Maryland
and Delaware, and possibly
one of these was selected,

PARENTS VANISH

The movements of Powers’
parents were just as myste-
rious as those of his wife.
They left Norton, Va., by car
Saturday evening with a Gov-
ernment agent and vanished
under the secrecy veil. |

But since the White House
announcement referred to
“members of his family.”
Powers presumably was
meeting with them as well as
with his wife, who flew to
Washington from Atlanta
Saturday.

Mrs. Powers and her broth-
er, Capt. Jack Moore, an Air
Force chaplain, were greeted
by two Government agents
who escorted them to the Du-
pont Plaza hotel to spend the
night. The two agents occu-
pied an adjoining room.

Shortly before noon yester-
day, Mrs. Powers, her brother
and .one Government agent
returned to National Afrport
and took off aboard. a rented

Caonting. . 6t Te-
turned. (UPT) . e
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